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Topic: Working For God


COMBINING TOPIC: HANDLING GOD’S WORD RIGHTLY

· 2 Timothy 2: 1-15; 2 Timothy 1: 13-14; Philippians 1:29 1 John 2:7; 1 John 5:4-5; 1 Pet. 1:4
1. How should we endure hardship?

a. Continue as a faithful witness. Be strong and endure suffering like a good soldier in the military who obeys the orders given to him by his commanding officer. 
b. Another way is to endure as an athlete does, following the established rules, to prevent disqualification. 
c. The Gospel must not be hidden but shared with others. How else will others come to know Christ if Christians don’t share the good news? 
d. God expects everyone who knows and believes in Him to introduce Him to others so they can come to know Him as well. 
e. All Christians must stay faithfully and steadfast, even in the midst of trials, persecution, and suffering.

2. Why is it important for believers to study the word?

a. 2 Timothy 2: 15 verse say’s Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
b. It is important for ministers, Preachers; Teachers; anyone who is a follower of Christ to study to show thyself approved unto God. This requires that one will have to stay under his word as they possibly can. This is done by walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 
c. Some say stay close to the word, but this is not like being covered by the blood of Jesus. You can stand close to the word and still not receive Him, this happened many times with the elders and pro religious leaders in the New Testament. 

d. It is important for us as believers to abide faithful in the word of God just as Jesus did. This means that we as follower of Christ will have to pray and study even when we don’t feel like it.
e. Remember the suffering of Jesus Christ, we must not allow our suffering to turn us back from our commitment to Christ. 
f. Remember Christ suffered and was rewarded the privilege of sitting at the right hand of God. If we remained faithful, we will be rewarded as well.  

3. Why was Paul in chains?

a. Paul was in chains and locked up in prison for preaching the Gospel. 
b. Paul wrote his final letter to Timothy before his death from prison, where he was awaiting execution for preaching the Gospel.
c. 1 John 2:7; Paul said these words… “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” This was Paul’s hope and faith.

4. Be Loyal to the Faith
a. 2 Timothy 1: 13 “Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”
b. 2 Timothy 1: 14 “That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”
1. Philippians 1:29 “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.”
2. 1 John 5:4-5; 
a. 1 John 5:4 “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 

b. 1 John 5:5 “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

c. All who believes that Jesus Christ is the son of God; is the ones who will overcome the world, and this is your faith in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.

3. Don’t let the trials of this present world get you down and cause you to lose your faith; there is hope for your future. 1 Pet. 1:4; says “to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”
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