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Study Text: (Hebrews 9:27v), (Revelation 20:10v), (John 3:5v), (Leviticus 16:21v), (Romans 5:18v), (Matthew 3:15v), (John 1:29v), (John 19:30v), (1 Peter 3:21v), (1 John 5:8v)

God, when He created the heavens and the earth in the beginning, also created the eternal worlds, Heaven and Hell. He created mankind in His own image, but, since the first man, Adam, sinned before God, all people have to die once. “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27v).

The death of our flesh is the passageway to eternal life. Those who are without sin shall enter the eternal world of Heaven and everlastingly enjoy being the children of God, while sinners will be thrown into “the lake of fire and brimstone” (Revelation 20:10) and be tormented day and night for all eternity. “And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever”.

Therefore, all of humankind must be born again. We have to be born again through our faiths, be redeemed from all our sins and become righteous. For only then can we enter the eternal Kingdom of Heaven. The Bible says, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God”. 

“To be born again of “Water and the Spirit” is the only way we can enter the eternal Kingdom of God. What, then, is this “water” and “the spirit” that allows us to be born again? The “water” in the Bible refers to “the baptism of Jesus”. Why was Jesus, who is God, baptized by John the Baptist? 

John’s sense of unworthiness and reluctance to baptize the One he recognized as the Messiah. John felt that he was not worthy to Baptist Jesus, but Jesus told John to suffer it to be so for now that they would fulfill the scriptures.

John baptizing Jesus wasn’t for repentance from sin, because Jesus was without sin, but it served to show us the example we are to follow.

It was one Man’s righteous act. (Romans 5:18), which took away all the sins of humankind. “Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life”.

In the Old Testament, God gave Israel the merciful law of redemption. This was so that on the Day of Atonement, all the sins of Israel for that year could be forgiven through the High Priest, Aaron, by laying his hands on the head of the “scapegoat” and passing all the sins onto that scapegoat. 

These were the words of revelation, which foretold the sacrifice of eternal atonement. It revealed the truth that all the sins of humanity would be passed onto Jesus all at once, who came in the flesh of a man, according to the will of the Father. And He was baptized by John the Baptist who was the descendant of Aaron and the representative of all humankind.

When Jesus was baptized He said to John, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”, then he allowed Him. (Matthew 3:15).

Here, “for thus” means by the laying on of hands, in order to pass all the sins of the world onto Jesus, so that all righteousness might be fulfilled for all of us. The word “righteousness” meaning is “the fairest state” or “to be just in character or deeds with the implication of being righteous or fitting”.

Jesus had fulfilled all righteousness for all people through His baptism in a just and fitting manner. Because Jesus took on all the sins of people through His baptism, the next day, John the Baptist testified, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John1:29). “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

With all the sins of humankind on His shoulders, Jesus walked toward the Cross. He vicariously took the judgment for all the sins He had taken on Himself through His baptism. He died on the Cross, saying, “It is finished” (John 19:30). So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His Spirit. He took all our sins onto Himself and received the complete judgment for them in our place.

The water, which means the Baptism of Jesus, is the “Antitype of Salvation”: Which means, one that is foreshadowed by or identified with an earlier symbol or type, such as a figure in the New Testament who has a counterpart in the Old Testament. 

Therefore, without having the faith in the baptism of Jesus, we cannot be saved. That is why the Apostle Peter declared the water, which means the baptism of Jesus, to be “an antitype which now saves us” (1 Peter 3:21). “There is also an antitype which now saves us, namely baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.

Today, most people who believe in Jesus do not believe in the baptism of Jesus, the “water”, but only believe in His death on the Cross. But will this kind of faith save sinners? Can we be redeemed from all our sins by believing only in the blood of Jesus? Can it give us salvation? (No) We cannot be redeemed before God just by only believing in Jesus death on the Cross.

When the people of Israel offered the sacrifice of atonement at the time of the Old Testament, it would not have been correct to kill the sacrificial animal without first laying hands on the head of the animal and passing their sins onto it. Thus, it would be wrong and lawless to believe only in the Cross, of Jesus without believing in His baptism.

Therefore, the Apostle Peter said, “There is an antitype which now saves us, namely baptism, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21).

Just as the people who didn’t believe in the great “water” (the flood) during the time of Noah were destroyed, those who do not believe in the “water”, the baptism of Jesus now will surely be ruined.

The complete faith that leads us to true salvation is the faith in Jesus Christ. “who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ”

The Apostle John said that the correct faith is to believe in “the witness of the Spirit, the water, and the blood” (1 John 5:8). “And there are three that bear witness on earth; the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.

What constitutes true faith is to believe like this. “Jesus is God Himself and He came in the flesh of a man by the spirit through the body of the Virgin Mary, and He took away all the sins of the world by being baptized at the Jordan by John the Baptist, the representative of all humankind. And Jesus went to the Cross bearing all the sins of the world, and received the vicarious judgment for all of us.” Therefore, one’s faith must receive the water baptism and the Holy Spirit because along with the blood of Jesus these three agree as one on earth. And no matter how well you believe in Jesus, you can never reach eternal salvation without believing in the complete truth. Your faith must be complete in Jesus.
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