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[image: image3.wmf]Topic: Putting the fire back in your marriage God’s way

Combining Topic: And they shall become one flesh
· Study Text: Genesis 2:24; Genesis 2: 21-23
·  Other Study Text is… 1 Peter 3:7; Malachi 2:14-15; Colossians 3:12-17; Galatians 5:16-18; 5:13; 6:1-2; and 5:22-26
Biblical Importance: 
·  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”
· God’s design for the Marriage.  
Opening Statement:

Where ever there is anything that’s designed, there is a designer. Whether it’s a building, any type of vehicle, train, deference kinds of clothing, and even marriage, there is always a mastermind behind the masterpiece. But God Himself is the mastermind of marriage; He also has a master plan for how marriage works best you. He has a master plan for how marriage works best for me and my wife, as every couple is different; simply because each of us our character is different, we think differently. Marriage couples experience different situations in life, different problems and some are similar.  I don’t care how much money you spend on counseling that you and your spouse may receive from your marriage counselor, God Himself has the master plan and He has all the answers to our marriage problems. Now this is not to say that all marriage counselors are contradicting and false, some marriage counselors are messengers from God to help keep His plan intact, like God’s ministers.  

It can be overwhelming for some people trying to understand God’s design and His plan for marriage and love because there are always some contradicting and false messages everywhere. My view on this subject is; in order to put the fire back in your marriage or whether you want to keep the fire burning in your marriage, you and your spouse must stick to God’s plan and His design for your marriage. Together we are going to discuss putting the fire back in your marriage, and we also going to discuss some of the things that cause a marriage to go sour, or put the fire out; we need to understand both in order to keep a stable marriage. 

I am going to talk about some of the things that keeps me and my wife fire burning in our marriage as God leads us to keep a stable marriage, simply because both of us agreed to keep God as our main focus in our life, and not only that but for both of us to stick to God’s master plan for our marriage. 

Key Points:
1. God’s Design for Marriage

2. The Marriage Covenant

3. The Power of Commitment

4. Devotional: Spiritual Foundations:

God’s Design for the Marriage
I firmly believe that in order for a marriage couple to keep the fire burning in their marriage God’s way, that couples needs to understand God’s design for the marriage.

"What does it mean to become one flesh in a marriage?"
Answer: The term “one flesh” comes from Genesis where God account for the creation of Eve: “And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (Genesis 2:21-24).

Lest view God’s design for the Marriage;  Marriage is a legal union of a man and woman as husband and wife; they are to become as one, then the Marriage has become a total commitment and a total sharing of the total person with the other partner in the marriage relationship until death. This is the part that many marriage couples have attendance to over look. 
Some marriage couples probably ignored the entire verse in Genesis 2:24 or did not know this verse existed. Some probably ignored the “shall leave his father and mother part, some probably ignored the joined to his wife part, some even probably ignored the, shall become one flesh part.”

God did not just put this verse in the bible just to take up space in the bible; He put it there for a reason.

God’s design for this marriage is between one man and one woman, this is God’s design for the marriage, and He has a master plan already in place, but it takes faith, trust and commitment, on both couples’ behalf. 

When marriage couples lose faith and trust in each other the commitment goes out the window as well.

After receiving all this good knowledge from the Word of God, if you are a marriage couple that is having some issues in your marriage, and I am not saying that you are having some issues in your marriage, but if you are after receiving all this good knowledge what are you going to do about it?
Lest go back and read Genesis 2:24; Read this verse slowly and have each marriage couple to look one another in the eyes and repeat this verse, and asks them if they feel a sense of commitment after reading this verse. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” The last part of this verse, say to them, and we shall become one flesh.
Now as a marriage couple when we say the word they, it can represent the word we, us, you and me, in which can mean the same thing as they.

This verse involves much commitment from the start to the end; it has God’s master plan and God’s design imbedded into it.

 Now my view on this verse is that when two people decides to get marriage, they must completely understand all the contents in this verse, because if they don’t they will begin going down the wrong path on day one.
Question: Do you feel comfortable massaging your spouse feet and cutting your spouse toe nails? 
“Example” Total Commitment, Total Sharing of the Total Person. Most people don’t really think about “Total Commitment, Total Sharing and giving your total self to that person for rest of your life or until death do you part.” Now I know that some do, but many don’t. We only think about the fact that we are in love and that’s a nought to say “I DO”. 

Many of us were so in love we didn’t have time to read Genesis 2:24. We were so blinded by love until we forgot all about the total commitment until death do us part; we forgot all about the sharing and giving your self to that person for rest or your life; we forgot all about what God said about they shall become one flesh.

Now that I know what I know about commitment and sharing and shall become one flesh; I and my spouse have learned to stick to God’s plan concerning our marriage. Together we learn how to put God first; we learn how to pray together, we share the Word of God together in our conversation. We learn to listen to each other weather who’s right or wrong.

Without completely understanding what God meant in Genesis 2:24 and the total commitment and a total sharing of the total person and what it means for the husband and wife to cleave to each other, many couples begin going down the wrong path on day one and not realizing it, until the fire has gone out of the marriage or the marriage has gone sour.

Are all marriages branded with the words “stick and stay”? 
My slogan for the “stick and stay” marriages;
The “stick and stay” marriages stick with God’s plan and God’s design for their marriage because the “stick and stay” couples know that God knows how to keep the fire burning in their marriage. They rely on God to keep the fire burning in their marriage, because God is their foundation. 

Before anyone can make this kind of commitment; you’re talking about being committed to each other for the rest of your life until death do you part.

You’re talking about sharing everything together for the rest of your life until death do you part.
Lest talk about some of the things that couples will start sharing together once they become a married couple: Both “physically and spiritually”
1. Your faith in the same God

2. Yourself and a life time of commitment together
3. Love and intimacy 

4. Bank accounts

5. Same bead room

6. Watch the same programs on TV

7. Some type of recreation together, for the both of them or as a family

The list could go on and on. I just only wanted to list a few and I hope that you would come up with some other things to add to this list, both physically and spiritually.

Go back and read Genesis 2:24; to your self once more. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 
Then there’s the trust and communication; marriage is work, and you will have to continue to work on it every day for the rest of your life until death do you part. Now that’s a lot’s to think about isn’t it? 
This is not to discourage anyone from getting married; marriage is a beautiful thing in the sight of God, if the married couples stick to God’s plan for their marriage.

If your marriage is not branded with the words “stick and stay”, start sticking with God’s plan for your marriage and get branded with the words “stick and stay”. 
See when most people decide to get married, they either have not read Genesis 2:24 or they read it and did not understand it.

Now I hope that you didn’t only think that we were only going to talk about putting the fire back in your marriage God’s way which is good and not talk about the bad and what it is that takes the fire out of the marriage in the first place?
Based on your on self experience, what is some of the things that take’s the fire out of a marriage? 

Now if God is not in your marriage, I only say that; that couple should anticipate that some where down-the-line in life someone is not going to “stick and stay” We all need the master designer; and once connected you both will need to stay connected to the Lord first and then to each other. Christians must stay connected...? 

What happens when couples get married and they have been blind by love, not considering all the responsibilities that come with being married? 
What are some of the things that begin to go wrong with that marriage?

Believe it or not, some couples get married with the intention of not sharing their total person only with their spouse; some already have the attention of not being committed to their spouse. The trust was not there from the beginning; so this kind of marriage is heading down the wrong path on day one.

In order to put the fire back in your marriage or keep the fire burning in your marriage couples needs to understand Genesis 2:24. 

When it comes to marriage, we need to know the good and bad.

Couples needs to know what it takes to keep the fire burning in their marriage, and couples needs to understand and know the things that it will take to put the fire out.

Marriage also means pursue after; you pursued after your future wife or husband when you were dating and you still have to pursue after your spouse even after you get married. All those nice things you did to get your spouse you still have do them to keep the fire burning.

You know what you did to get your future wife or husband attention and we all did deference things and we all did some of the same things to get our future wife or husband attention. I am not talking about the smoking and drinking and all those other things that might cross someone mind, I am talking about those nice things you did to get their attention. 
Like the candles light dinner; ½ dozen of roses, and card; I love you sweetheart; like I said, you know what you did. 

What better way for the man and woman to keep the fire burning in their marriage than for both couples to love and trust God first. After all He is the one who has the master plan, he is the masterpiece, and He is the mastermind who designed the marriage for the man and woman. 

Now for me and my wife, I love and trust my wife, and I still do all those little things that I did before we got married, but I love and trust God first and I encourage her to do the same thing. “Love and trust God first” He has the master plan to keep and hold everything together. 

When two couples love and trust God first, God will make it better during the good days, and He will work things out for the both of your advantage during the bad days. 

When two couples love and trust God first, no matter what the problem is, things just has a way of working out, and sometimes it may seen like you never really had a problem. God is just that good.

God knows what that marriage needs to keep the fire burning and He will bless you with what that marriage needs. His Word will teach marriage cupules how to love and communicate with each other, trust each other, share each other total person only to their spouses; and as a servant to other God’s way.

Marriage involves total intimacy and deep unity between husband and wife in spite of diversity or differences, and we all have our differences.

As Christians, we know that applying biblical principles to the marriage will give us a stronger foundation than those of our unbelieving friends and neighbors. We know this right; so if we know this what are you doing about it? I am talking about those unbelieving friends and neighbors telling you what to do in your marriage. 

Are you applying God’s principles to your marriage? In other words, what makes a marriage "Christian"?

As Christians, if you know how to apply God’s principles to your marriage in which will give you a stronger foundation than those of your unbelieving friends, why do you continue to listen to them and not God? 

The fact is that Christians and non-Christians have a tendency to listen to their unbelieving friends and neighbors.

I want to ask you another question, what if your relationship isn't as much about you and your spouse as it is about you and God…?

I believe that God designed the marriage to make both spouses happy and holy, regardless of the challenges that we may face as marriage couples and the struggles that we may go through.

Lest view marriage realistically for a moment, we haven’t done that yet.

We as Christians need to stop asking of your marriage what God never designed it to give. In other words, do you think your marriage suppose to have perfect happiness and no conflicts, and no rainy days?

Why we as Christians cannot learn to appreciate God during the good and troublesome time in your marriage?

Couples should appreciate what God designed the marriage to provide: Such as partnership, spiritual intimacy, and the ability for both of you to pursue God together. Your marriage relationship with each other is not just about pursuing each other; it’s more about the both of you pursuing God together.

If the parents will do this, the children’s will more than likely follow this same pursuit, right…?
Remember our spouse is our soul mate, someone who will complete us. If God tells you that man is not complete without woman, why should you think differently? 

We as couples are to find our fulfillment and purpose in God. If we expect our spouse to be “God” to us, he or she will fail every day. No person can live up to that kind of expectations.
2. The Marriage Covenant
What is a covenant?

Covenant is defined by the Scriptures and is a solemn and binding relationship which is meant to last a life time, an agreement, the conditional promises made to humanity by God, a agreement between husband and wife until death do them part.

Remember the next time you miss treat your spouse or if the both of you have some kind of dispute or disagreement and one wants to leave, remind yourself that you said marriage is a covenant.

Something I want all spouses to consider; consider this; “How men treat their wives is singled out as a reason the Lord refuses to answer their prayers.”  ”How wives treat their husbands is singled out as a reason the Lord refuses to answer their prayers.”

Lest go to 1 Peter 3:7; “Likewise you husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.”
It seems that Peter had this in mind, when he said, "You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way. 

Spouses remember this; your prayers can be hindered, and a marriage is a covenant. Honor one another and be heirs together of the grace of life so that your prayers will not be hindered.

Turn to Malachi 2:14-15; “Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the Lord has been witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion and your wife by covenant.”

So here we have our two witnesses as to how the Lord refuses to bless a man where the wife is being mistreated in some form.  However, Malachi points out that the man's attitude towards his wife is only an indicator of a much deeper problem.  The prophet calls attention to the arrogance in the man that has spilled over into all his life.
Lest go back to the part in this verse were it says “with whom you have dealt treacherously”

Treacherously means: unfaithful, betray trust, deceptive, untrustworthy, or unreliable, unstable or insecure and dangerous. 

If you are any of these to your spouse; you can see why your prayers maybe hindered.

Some of you may disagree, there is a spirit of arrogance in our western societies and this is how desperately we need to get back to God's ideal for the marriage, because this has been the destruction of many marriages.
3. The Power of Commitment
In marriage term commitment means to be committed to each other, it means engaging oneself to the other partner until death do you part.

In spiritual terms, the power of commitment we are talking about the Christian character.
Turn to Colossians 3:12-17;
“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  

Should this be a reflection in the marriage?

We say we want to know how to put the fire back in our marriage God’s way, then what we need to do as married couples is put on therefore, as the elect of God and adopt the power of commitment according to Colossians 3:12-17 the Christian character. The Word of God will work in your marriage.
4. Devotional: Spiritual Foundations: Galatians 5:16-18; 5:13;  6:1-2; and 5:22-26
Marriage couples should have devotional in the home together or as a family. The building of this spiritual foundation must start in the home with the marriage couples.

There are four key points to devotional, spiritual foundations…

1. Walk in the spirit Galatians 5:16-18;
Walking in the spirit is part of our spiritual foundation as marriage couples, because there are conflicts between the spirit and the flesh.

When we as marriage couples walk in the spirit we don’t do the things that we wish, because we are led by the spirit.

2. Love one another Galatians 5:13;
Marriage couples should learn to love one another and treat each other with respect.

Marriage couples have to serve one another. God intended that the Christian life as marriage couples should be dynamic not static.

Lest go back to the 13th verse; There is a positive and negative affect here when it comes to liberty; 

Positive affect: Power of controlling, freedom from control. The right and power to act, believe, or express oneself in a manner of one's own choosing. 

Negative affect: Hampering conditions, trying to control your spouse, physical restraint, prisoner in your on home.
3. Bear one another burdens Galatians 6:1-2;
Marriage couples should bear one another burdens, because in this you fulfill the law of Christ.

Marriage couples should restore one another’s faith spiritually not with anger toward each other. 

4. Fruit s of the spirit Galatians 5:22-26;
(22) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.”

(23) “Gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”

(24) “And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”

(25) “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”

(26) “Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.”
Closing: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 
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