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Combining Topic: Many pursue the Prosperity of the flesh and worldly gains
· Study Text: Revelation; 2:18-29 1 Kings 16:30-31;21:25;  3 John 1:2; John 1:29; Matthew 7:22-23; John 1:4-5
 Biblical Importance:

·  The sin of Ahab; 30v “Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all who were before him.”
· 31v “And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him.”

· As one chooses  to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, the soul becomes abandon and can not prosper, unless he/she repent and humble them selves as Ahab did in 1 Kings 21:29v
· God has promise to give power over the nations to those who overcomes and keeps His work until the end. He promises to give them the morning star. 
· Here in Rev. 2:29v God gives an invitation to the ear of the sinner to listen and hear what the Spirit has to say to all Churches. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
·  If anyone feels as if his or her soul has been abandon, while you still have the breath of life in you, now is the opportunity to hear what the Spirit has to say and get it right, because the soul cannot, and will not prosper any other way.

· Listening to what the Spirit has to say is none other than pursuing prosperity of the Soul, rather than pursuing prosperity of the flesh and worldly gains.

· 3 John 1:2v “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”

Now before we move on less clear up one fact concerning the abandon soul, for those who do not believe in such a thing as an abandon soul. Turn to Matthew 7:22-23v “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?” “And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”  

This is none other than an abandon soul on its way to hell.

Less briefly talk about the Church of Thyatira and how this church served the works of God with love, faith, and patience. 

The church of Thyatira was a church that was plagued by an evil prophetess; its wrongdoing. Some of the members were deceived by this unrepentant false prophetess to commit idolatry and sexual immorality.
The Lord demanded the Church of Thyatira to repent and to hold onto its first faith until the end, along with the promise that to those who defend their faith to the end, He would give power over the nations and the morning star.

The false prophetess Jezebel was a Gentile princess who brought her pagan god, Baal, to Israel when she became the wife of King Ahab 1 Kings 16:31v.

Baal was a pagan god of the sun, an idol of Phoenicians whom people worshipped to wish for prosperity. Images of this god were carved out and worshipped, whereupon its followers prayed for the fertility of their family and land. This was similar to the general pagan practice of worshipping the earth and nature found throughout the world.
Doing my research of Baal I found that the worship of the god or gods of Baal extends back to the 14th century BCE among the ancient Semitic peoples, the descendants of Shem, the oldest son of Biblical Noah. The cult of Baal celebrated annually his death and resurrection as a part of the Canaanite fertility rituals. These ceremonies often included human sacrifice and temple prostitution.
Worshipping idolatry godly images was a common pagan practice.

Now in this day and time as well, I believe I can safely in this since say; be careful in whom you let come into the house of God preaching and teaching something other than the water baptism of Jesus Christ.

Just like in the days of old, there are still some Baal’s present, in our churches now days, who souls are already abandon and their hot pursue is to lead God’s children’s down the wrong path with their false teaching.

We must be born again of the Water and the Spirit.

We must continue to keep the faith unto the end and preach and teach the Water Baptism of Jesus Christ and the many miracles that He performed through the power of the Holy Spirit.

For this is the true gospel that He died and was raised on the third day and is the savor for all man kind.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.
For if we teach and preach any other gospel outside the true gospel of Jesus Christ, that soul is an abandon soul and all that follows this false teaching is only practicing and teaching and preaching the rituals of another Baal.

Up on Jesus arrival, we now has been given the opportunity to get it right once and for all; and because that we now know the true gospel and the Holy Spirit dwells with us and in us to teach us all things, God has put His Sprit in us to know the truth when we here it. 

But many are still in denial to the true gospel of Jesus Christ and hell waits for their abandon soul to arrive. 

In the days of old, Baal became a great god of idolatry for the people of Israel. But my mission today is to warn you to get rid of all those Baal’s and idolatry’s gods. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Your Baal and idolatry’s god can be anything that you worship over the only one and true and mighty God, The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and Jacob.

Don’t be like King Ahab, who used to worship only the true Jehova God, until he came to worship Baal because of his marriage to this Gentile woman.

Don’t be like many of the abandon souls today of whom worship flesh and worldly gains and thanks that this is going to buy them some time because tomorrow is not promised to any of us.  
Your religion can have you pursuing the prosperity of the flesh and worldly gains, when you should be pursuing the prosperity of your soul.
Your religion will have you committing to some type of Jezebel’s Baal-worship, don’t be like many of the Israelite of who followed the footsteps of King Ahab abandoning their true God and instead finding them self committing to idolatry. 
They brought to them self the wrath of God.
God rebuked the servant of the Church of Thyatira for allowing the faith of the false prophetess Jezebel into His Church.

God Commanded Jezebel and her followers to repent, God warned that He would bring great tribulation and destruction upon them if they disobeyed.

God has not chained, He is still the same God yesterday and today. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

What this means is that the true church of God cannot allow wealth and material possessions to dominate its concerns over His churches.

Now notice that I did say; true church of God.

This means that today’s believers cannot worship the world as their god, the soul cannot prosper that way.

Our first concern should be spiritual prosperity; this was the Apostle John’s faith. John concern was the prosperity of the soul.

Has this kind of faith entered into your life in your today’s world? 
If so, your faith maybe corrupted to a faith that only seeks the blessings of the flesh, and putting worldly prosperity at the forefront of faith and disregarding any other concern for spiritual well-being.

Many believe in Jesus not to enrich their souls, but only to enrich their flesh first.

There are many religious cults around us today, and is as poisonous as drugs, that claim to give wealth and health to their followers in return for their worship, and at the same time is nothing but a Jezebel’s Baal-worship.

Just like in the days of old, people today will follow such cults to pursue only the prosperity and fertility of their own flesh. Which means one would pursue the property of producing abundantly and sustaining vigorous and luxuriant growth and the ability to produce offspring; power of reproduction.
We as Christians can help by, preaching the truth, teaching the truth and praying for churches that might resort to accommodating the faith of Jezebel to expand their congregations, when its logic is asking to having idols in the Temple of God. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

False teaching attempting to try and corrupt the baptism of Jesus Christ claiming that salvation is attained just by believing in Jesus somehow along, even if one does not believe in His baptism. 
How can you believe in Jesus and at the same time not believe in His baptism? The true gospel of Jesus Christ cannot differ from faith to faith, nor can a soul prosper that way.
The soul will not remain in the abandon stage or position when he/she repents and is willing to except the truth in their heart. 

The water baptism that Christ received from John the Baptist, Jesus said to John suffer it to be so for now, for we fulfill the scriptures, and John say that there is one who come after him who will baptize you with the Holy Ghost, is the Lam of God, He is He of whom will take upon Himself all the sins of the world; this is not something optional, when ever you want to in human terms that you can exclude; shut or keep out in your teaching or preaching.
And yes, some false preaching and teachings will still arguers this point; if so, then they have not yet done this…> “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Then there are those of who just believe that Jesus was only just a great teacher. He was and still is and more, He’s the Son of God, the savor for the hold world. Jesus is the King of Kings.
The bible also teaches us that every nee must bow and every tong shall confess, and again this is not optional, it is God’s Command.
The bible teaches us that people will still be in denial the very day and moment Jesus comes back.
So this tells me that no matter what you do are say to some people concerning the true gospel of Jesus Christ, they are just simply are going to refuse not to change. The soul is still in the abandon stage or position and cannot prosper simply because of the unbelieving heart.
The unbelieving heart has always been unable to comprehend. John 1:4-5 “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” “And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”   
We have received the remission of all our sins through Jesus Christ by believing in the gospel of the water and the Spirit; asking forgiveness and are baptized. This gospel of the water and Spirit is the Lord’s truth, while the baptism of Jesus, His blood on the Cross, and the Holy Spirit are the evidences of our salvation. 
Pursuing the Prosperity of the soul, hope that you have enjoyed this very truth, but there are a few more facts to consider…

· We must not think of the issue of salvation as a matter of “doctrinal positions” of different denominations.
·  Doctrines may differ from denomination to denomination, but the truth of the Bible and the truth that Jesus took upon all our sins on Himself with His baptism, cannot differ from faith to faith.
· This is why we cannot leave out the crucial importance of Jesus baptism when we are preaching and teaching the gospel of the water and the Spirit.

· Ephesians 4:4-6; “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”

· We cannot treat the truth of God in our own human terms and then preach and teach that everyone can become sinless just by only believing that Jesus was just a great teacher. We are all sinners, which mean that we all need to ask Jesus for forgiveness.  

Salvation is a gift that is made available to those who repent, believe and confess that Jesus is Lord and that He died and rose from the dead to save mankind. 
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