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Combining Topic: The Greatest Demonstration Of Our Faith Is Love.

Study Text: 1 Corinthians 13(Song of Solomon) (John 3:16) (2nd Timothy 3:1-5) (Rev. 3:10) (Rev. 3:7-13) (John 5:20) (John 3:35)
Bible Importance:

· Everyone needs others to relate to them in a lovingly way.

· John said our love for one another is rooted in God’s love for us.

· We often see and feel that love mean different things according to our understanding.

· Using your gifts without love is meaningless without the love of God.

· Some of the characteristics of love are, Patience, Kindness, and Truth, which should be seen in the life of the believer.

· In Paul’s teaching, the greatest demonstration of our faith is love.

The early Christians faced a problem similar to the one that we face today in that the surrounding society was so corrupt that “love” often equaled sheer lust. The language in which the New Testament was originally penned has five “L-words”, just sit tight and we will get to those in a few.

First less start by asking the question, what is Love?
The evidence of love is Patient and kindness. Love is not jealous, and love does not brag or get caught up in pride. Love is concerned about others and not self. When love is at work in a believer, anger does not come easily. Love forgets about past wrongs. Love doesn’t find enjoyment in sin but happiness in the truth. Love never fails.

To define the word LOVE in the Webster Dictionary, you will find that LOVE means:

1. A deep, tender, ineffable feeling of affection and solicitude toward a person, such as that arising from kinship, recognition of attractive qualities, or a sense of underlying oneness. 

2. A feeling of intense desire and attraction toward a person with whom one is disposed to make a pair; the emotion of sex and romance. 

In the bible we are tough that God is love, and God is love. John 3:16 give an example of God’s love for humanity, God so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son. 

Why does God love us so much, that He gave His only begotten Son? 

Even in the meaning of the word LOVE, found in the Webster dictionary, you can see and describe the love of God in one’s heart.

God has a deep, tender ineffable feeling of affection for His children’s. God has kinship. God is a God of qualities. God has feeling of intense desire and attraction toward His children’s, He is a Holly God, and we must be Holly. It is true when the bible say that God is everywhere, even in the meaning of the word LOVE that is found in the Webster Dictionary.

Now that we understand what love is less get to the Five “L-words”:

Physical Love, Family Love, Affectionate Love, Love of Choice, and Spiritual Love.

As I said before, love mean different things according to our understanding.

Physical Love:

The Physical Love however, is the Christian way of thinking for this love of physical attraction when it is between married couples.

Read the Song of Solomon: The Song of Solomon is a love song written by Solomon and abounding in metaphors and oriental imagery, song written to represent joy, actions, heartaches, of wedded love. Historically, it depicts the wooing and wedding of a shepherdess by King Solomon, and the joys and heartaches of wedded love.

Family Love:

The family love is a strong family oriented love between the parents and children, mother and daughter, father and son, sisters and brothers, grand parents, relatives and so on. The Christian tradition has always been strongly family-oriented. Today, as the Christian family is under constant attack by secular and humanistic forces, the fondness people share for their relatives, especially love between parents and children, is very crucial. 

Affectionate Love:

(Example) The name of a great Pennsylvania city, Philadelphia, “the city of brotherly love.” This city name (from Rev. 3:7-13) speaks of warmhearted, spontaneous affection, liking, attractive appeal, and friendship.

Fortunately for us, God never commands us to have this kind of love for everyone, because our reactions to different types of people are often beyond our control. However, we should obey the commands to choose to love. God the Father loves the Son in both this affectionate way—He pleases Him so well and in the love of choice.  

Love of Choice:

John 5:20 “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that he Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.”

John 3:35 “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.”

Greek word (Agape) was practically born within the bosom of revealed religion (R. C. Trench), although it did occur a few times before Christians took it over and poured into it all the wonderful meanings of revelation.

Just because it is so popular a word, (Agape) has also been misunderstood by many. Commonly (Agape) is called “divine love”. It is divine in the sense that it is the love that god commands, the love of choice. 

Even if someone does not “appeal” to us, we can still show (Agape) to that person, accept him, treat him right, and do all we can to help build up that person in the faith or to win Him or Her to the faith.

Spiritual Love:

“Spiritual” I love the WORD. I love the WORD of God. It is described as a reality of living. Spirituality is that (activity, attitude, awareness, behavior, developed character) that allows a person to enter into the life principle as vibrantly, as honestly, as courageously, as peacefully as we can. Christian Baldwin wrote that, "Spiritual Love is a position of standing with one hand extended into the universe and one hand extended into the world, letting ourselves be a conduit for passing energy." To me “Spiritual Love” is also having that personal relationship with our Lord and Savor Jesus Christ.

2nd Timothy 3:1-5 also talks about a kind of love, both spiritual and physical “Coming of Apostasy” 

This article is mainly about the final great apostasy, which will hit suddenly at the start of the Great Tribulation.

During the Great Tribulation, God will bring suffering upon the world for the purpose bringing the world to repentance before the full wrath of God at the end of the tribulation. But the same suffering that will cause some people to turn to God, will cause other people to turn away from God because they do not believe they should suffer. 

"Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth." (Rev. 3:10)

I guest some of you may be saying what do all of this has to do with the Great Tribulation? 

As I said before, love mean different things according to our understanding. It will do you well to study the “Coming of the great Apostasy”, especially if you don’t know Jesus as Lord and savor, and you do not have the love of God rooted in your heart.

Reviews/Questions

1.  Today we learned that each of us is blessed with gifts, and we should use those gifts to serve whom?

In today’s lesson we learned that each of us is blessed with gifts to serve others for the common good.

2.  You can have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge, and have faith to remove mountains and have not love you have nothing. By whom did this teaching come, and give scripture reference?

This was Paul teaching to the church at Corinth in 1st Corinthians 13:2nd verse. 

3.  Before Paul, Jesus told us that we could not do what, without whom?

Before Paul Jesus told us that we could do nothing apart form Him and that work done without Him would not last.

4.  At the root of our God-given gifts should be a love for whom and our desire to do what?

At the root of each believer God-given gifts should be a love for God and our desire to share His love with others.

5.  How did Paul compare pointless love, and give scripture reference?

Paul compared a lack of love to the pointless noise of a “sounding brass or clanging cymbal.” 1st Corinthians 13:1st verse

6.  Give more detail of understanding 1st Corinthians 13:1st verse.

1st Corinthians 13:1st verse, could mean that whatever we do apart from Christ is just noise to the ears because we aren’t truly demonstrating the presence of god’s love.

7.  Given today’s lesson, what’s more important than any of the things we have on this earth?

Given today’s lesson, LOVE is more important than the things we have on this earth.

8.  We see and feel love to mean different things according to our understanding, what is love?

Love is God. Love is a quality, which comes from inside the heart of every believer, and God expects it to be the driving force and purest motive in the lives of His people.

9.  Give a description of the evidence of love.

The evidence of love is Patient and kind. Love is not jealous, and love does not brag or get caught up in pride. Love is concerned about others and not self. When love is at work in a believer, anger does not come easily. Love forgets about past wrongs. Love doesn’t find enjoyment in sin but happiness in the truth. Love never fails.

10. Others should see God’s children’s as walking what?

Others people should see each believer in Christ, as walking examples of godly love.

11.  In the bible there are many examples of God’s love, give evidence of God’s love.

God has a deep, tender ineffable feeling of affection for His children’s. God has kinship. God is a God of qualities. God has feeling of intense desire and attraction toward His children’s, and John 3:16.
12.  Name the Five “L-words”

Physical Love, Family Love, Affectionate Love, Love of Choice, and Spiritual Love.

13.  The Greek word (Agape), is commonly called what?

“Divine Love”

14.  He pleases Him so well and in the love of choice. The Love of Choice can be found in scripture reference…

(John 5:20 and John 3:35)

(God Bless!)
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